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Agenda 

•  My Background 
•  Relevant Work 

•  Discussion 
– Generate Ideas 
– Preliminary PrioriGzaGon 



Background 

•  Whitman College, B.A. Environmental Studies – 
Literature, 2006 
– Semester in the West 

•  Colorado Watershed Assembly/AmeriCorps*VISTA 

•  Current academic focus: water resources, 
environmental hazards, natural resource conflict 
resoluGon 



Case Study: Big Hole River  
Background Info: In the mid‐1990s, severe and recurring droughts, low 

to nonexistent late‐summer flows, and concern for the naGve fluvial 
ArcGc grayling brought community members together to develop a 
plan “to minimize the occurrence and impacts of low stream 
flow” (BHWC).  

Notable Components of the Big Hole River Drought Management Plan: 
•  Diversity of stakeholders – Plan was developed in a collaboraGve 

se_ng.  
•  Clarity – Plan clearly idenGfies roles and responsibiliGes of each 

party. 
•  AdapGve management – Plan is reviewed annually for modificaGon. 
•  VariaGons in scale – Plan encompasses the whole watershed, but is 

broken into 4 management secGons to acknowledge varying 
condiGons.  A gradaGon of flow thresholds triggers more aggressive 
conservaGon. 

•  Complete consensus – ImplementaGon is voluntary. 



Discussion   

•  Brainstorm / Generate Ideas 

•  Preliminary PrioriGzaGon 


